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INTEREST OF AMICUS CURIAE 

The Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia is a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to the appreciation, protection, and appropriate use and development of 

the Philadelphia region’s historic buildings, communities, and landscapes. The 

Preservation Alliance’s over 1,190 members include preservation professionals, 

historians, architects, community organizations, and civic advocates. Its mission is 

grounded in the conviction that authentic, complete history is indispensable to a 

functioning democracy and a thriving city. The Preservation Alliance has no 

financial stake in the outcome of this litigation. It files this brief because the District 

Court’s preliminary injunction implicates the core values that animate the 

preservation community and because the harms from vacating that preliminary 

injunction would extend far beyond the walls of the President’s House Site. 

No party’s counsel authored this brief in whole or in part, and no party, 

counsel, or person other than amicus contributed funds for its preparation. 

All parties have consented to the filing of this brief. 
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SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 

Honest preservation of difficult history is a public good. The President’s 

House Site reflects fifteen years of community work to ensure that Independence 

National Historical Park tells a complete story. The nine enslaved individuals who 

lived and labored at the President’s House Site were integral to the nation’s origins. 

Erasing their history is not an editorial adjustment; it is historical falsification. 

Removal of this exhibit inflicts concrete, irreversible harm on Philadelphia, a 

city whose identity and economy rely on presenting an unvarnished account of 

America’s beginnings. Philadelphia’s public image and tourism sector face a pivotal 

moment in 2026, when the city will be at the center of the world’s stage. 

Government-ordered erasure at a key historic site is not neutral; it is a self-inflicted 

defect at the worst possible time. 

The injunction should stand because historical truth has intrinsic value, and 

the public harm from erasing it far outweighs any interest the Government asserts.  

ARGUMENT 

A. Historical Preservation Is a Civic Obligation, Not a 
Curatorial Choice. 

We elect our government leaders to shape our future, not our past. Preserving 

history is essential to democratic self‑governance. A society that cannot honestly 

confront its past cannot properly chart its future. Historic preservation exists as a 

bulwark against efforts to edit the past into something more comfortable than what 
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it was. Congress recognizes this obligation as a national policy. See 54 U.S.C. 

§ 300101(3) (expressing a national commitment to administering “historic property 

in a spirit of stewardship for the inspiration and benefit of present and future 

generations”). 

The President’s House Site arose from that purpose. When archaeologists 

discovered the original foundations of the executive mansion in 2007, they were not 

creating a political controversy, let alone a new one. Rather, they were uncovering a 

historical reality that had been there since our nation’s earliest days. The 

community’s insistence that this history be acknowledged was an act of observation, 

not ideology. 

Years of collaboration produced the President’s House Site that stood until 

January 22, 2026, an outdoor memorial grounded in undeniable physical evidence 

naming nine individuals enslaved by President Washington and recounting their 

labor, their bondage, and, for Oney Judge and Hercules Posey, their escape. Their 

stories reflect agency, resistance, and triumph. Erasing them diminishes a vital 

chapter of American history. 

The District Court correctly recognized the danger in allowing the 

Government to dictate a misleading and incomplete message at public historic sites. 

The value of a historic site is inseparable from its truthfulness, and the harm caused 

by falseness cannot be undone by later restoration. As the District Court observed, 
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“[e]ach person who visits the President’s House and does not learn of the realities of 

founding-era slavery receives a false account of this country’s history.” City of 

Philadelphia v. Burgum, Docket No. 26-434, 2026 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 30953, at 50 

(E.D. Pa. Feb. 16, 2026). 

And for our public to learn from its past, it must be trusted with the truth. 

B. The President’s House Site Embodies the Nation’s Most 
Consequential Paradox. 

The President’s House Site holds a unique place in American history because 

of where it stands and what it juxtaposes. Positioned between the Liberty Bell Center 

and the Independence Visitor Center, it sits on a path visitors must take through 

Independence National Historical Park. Visitors who come to celebrate the 

Founders’ commitment to freedom and liberty walk past the remains of the house 

where our first President held human beings in bondage. 

That contrast is intentional. Abolitionists adopted the Liberty Bell as a symbol 

of their movement precisely because of this tension between our nation’s proclaimed 

ideals and our historical reality. The President’s House Site, opened in 2010 after 

years of advocacy, excavation, and community engagement, was designed to give 

physical form to that tension and to hold it open for visitors to discover and 

contemplate. 

NPS’s own Foundation Document for Independence National Historical Park 

identifies one of the Park’s defining themes as “Liberty: The Promises and 
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Paradoxes,” recognizing that the founding ideals were “unfulfilled promises for 

people who struggle to be fully included as citizens of our nation.”1 These are not 

the inventions of contemporary politics. They are the agency’s own articulation of 

the Park’s purpose. 

When the Government unceremoniously removed 34 panels from the site on 

January 22, 2026, it eliminated the site’s interpretive core. Without those panels, the 

open-air structure evoking the executive mansion becomes a meaningless, 

unexplained gesture. The archaeological footprint remains, but it is illegible. 

This was not curatorial discretion. The exhibits were the product of a decades-

long cooperative process mandated by Congress, funded by the City of Philadelphia, 

shaped by the scholarly community, and certified by NPS’s archaeological and 

planning documents. Their removal was a unilateral repudiation of that 

collaboration, executed without notice or the mutual consent required by the 1950 

and 2006 Cooperative Agreements and the 1948 enabling legislation. 

Independence National Historical Park’s historical value depends on its 

completeness. Telling only the story of Washington’s presidency while omitting the 

lived reality of those he enslaved presents a diminished historical account. The 

President’s House Site provides physical evidence of the defining paradox at the 

 
 1 See NPS, Foundation Document, Independence National Historical Park, available at 
https://home.nps.gov/inde/learn/management/upload/INDE_FD_2017_508-compressed.pdf (last 
viewed, April 17, 2026). 
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heart of our nation’s founding. Concealing that evidence robs the Park of the very 

thing that makes it historically irreplaceable. 

C. The Government’s Erasure Causes Concrete and 
Irreparable Harm to Philadelphia’s Identity and Economy. 

The value of the President’s House Site and of preserving a complete and 

honest account of our history is not merely abstract. Rather, it is the foundation of 

Philadelphia’s cultural identity and tourism economy. Philadelphia is one of only 

three cities in the United States designated as a World Heritage City by the 

Organization of World Heritage Cities, an honor grounded in Independence Hall’s 

UNESCO World Heritage Site designation and the city’s unique role as the 

birthplace of American democracy.2 The city markets itself as the place where 

America came to be. Philadelphia is our country’s origin story and a fount of civic 

pride and civic learning. Year after year, visitors arrive, and return, on that basis. 

The impact is significant. In 2024, the city welcomed 26.6 million visitors 

who generated $4.5 billion in spending.3 About 1.2 million visitors were 

international travelers, whose longer stays and higher per-person spending produced 

$679 million in direct revenue and roughly $1.2 billion in total economic impact.4 

 
 2  Org. of World Heritage Cities, Philadelphia, United States, 
https://www.ovpm.org/city/philadelphia-united-states/ (last visited Apr. 14, 2026). 

 3  Visit Philadelphia Annual Report 2024 (2025) at 4, https://www.visitphilly.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/03/2024_ANNUAL-REPORT_Digital_Web.pdf. 

 4  Phila. Convention & Visitors Bureau & Pa. Convention Ctr. Auth., 2024 Annual Report 
(2024) at 25, https://www.discoverphl.com/annual-report/.   
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Hospitality employment in the City stands near 80,000 jobs.5 Independence National 

Historical Park alone draws up to 5 million visitors annually,6 and contributes nearly 

$291 million and approximately 2,050 jobs to the local economy.7  

Philadelphia’s 79% repeat‑visitor rate, far above the national average, reflects 

the public’s trust in the authenticity of the historical experience.8 That trust is also a 

vulnerability; a city that thrives on candor has the most to lose when visitors perceive 

suppression of the truth or a sanitized, incomplete account of the historical record. 

We demand that American trial witnesses tell us “the truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but the truth.” Philadelphia’s visitors expect the same of her. 

The reputational and economic harm threatened by the removal of the 

President’s House Site’s exhibits comes at a particularly precarious time. In the 

summer of 2026, America will celebrate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of 

Independence, a generational celebration of the nation’s history and heritage that 

promises to bring millions of visitors to Philadelphia. This anniversary coincides 

with Philadelphia’s hosting of the FIFA World Cup, the MLB All-Star Game, and 

 
 5  Visit Philadelphia Annual Report 2024, at 4. 

 6  Nat’l Park Serv., Annual Park Recreation Visitation: Independence National Historical 
Park, 
https://irma.nps.gov/Stats/SSRSReports/Park%20Specific%20Reports/Annual%20Park%20Recr
eation%20Visitation%20(1904%20-%20Last%20Calendar%20Year)?Park=INDE (last visited 
Apr. 14, 2026) 

 7  Nat’l Park Serv., Visitor Survey Card (VSC) and Visitor Services Project (VSP), 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/socialscience/vse.htm (last visited Apr. 14, 2026). 

 8  Visit Philadelphia Annual Report 2024, at 4. 
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the PGA Championship. More so than perhaps at any time since the Bicentennial, 

Philadelphia will be at the center of the world’s stage. 

The Government itself has invested tens of millions of dollars to renovate and 

improve Independence National Historical Park in preparation for the 2026 visitor 

influx. This makes the removal of the President’s House Site’s exhibits all the harder 

to justify. It is contradictory to welcome the world to Independence Hall with a 

massive infrastructure investment, only to strip away the historical content that gives 

visitors a reason to trust what they see there. 

The damage to public trust is already underway. The Government’s removal 

of the President’s House Site’s exhibits has received extensive national and 

international coverage, chronicling the federal removal of slavery‑related content 

from the nation’s founding neighborhood.9 Millions of potential visitors now know 

something was taken down by the Government. If those visitors arrive in 2026 to 

find an empty or whitewashed site with something less than the whole truth, this 

narrative of falsity and government suppression will be confirmed and will indelibly 

 
 9 E.g., Laura Fay & Scott Jacobson, Slavery Displays Removed From Philadelphia Historical 
Site After Trump Directive, CBS News (Jan. 23, 2026) 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/presidents-house-independence-mall-slavery-
trump/; Kamryn Scrivens, Slavery Exhibits Removed from President’s House at Independence 
National Historical Park, Fox 29 Phila. (Jan. 22, 2026), https://www.fox29.com/news/slavery-
exhibits-removed-from-presidents-house-independence-national-historical-park; Marina Dunbar, 
Philadelphia Sues US Government for Removal of Slavery-Related Exhibit, The Guardian (Jan. 
23, 2026), https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/23/philadelphia-trump-adminstration-
lawsuit-slavery-exhibit. 
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shape their perception of America’s history and present. Those impressions, and 

their marring of Philadelphia’s reputation, culture, and local economy, cannot be 

undone. 

CONCLUSION 

Amicus respectfully submits that the Court should affirm the District Court’s 

preliminary injunction.  

Dated: April 28, 2026  STAPLETON SEGAL COCHRAN LLC  
 
By: John S. Stapleton                                  
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